The training of non-medical theatre personnel.
Highly trained, dedicated assistants with relevant occupational skills are essential for safe medical practice. A vocational qualification has been introduced as a potential common training for non-medical personnel wishing to pursue a career in operating department practice. Approval of extended role options gives an opportunity for specialist support, and may also be of use in relieving some of the problems associated with the reduction of the hours of trainee doctors. This paper briefly traces the evolution of theatre training and reviews current developments.